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1. Name of Property
historic name Sycamore Valley
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number  State Road 1400 \/Anot for publication

city, town Graggy Creek _XJ vicinity

state North Carolina code NG county Granville code )77 zip code 27507

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

@ private [:] building(s) Contriguting Noricontributing

D public-local Ba district buildings

] public-State [ site 1 sites

[ public-Federal [ Jstructure 9 structures
] object objects

-9 2 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
' ' ~chi of Granville listed in the National Register Q

CET=E b s

g
ng*ta“télFe&’eraT AUM ¢y Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
@nommatlon D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opf'nijw W prope, @ eats L] do€s not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
e - 129-8¥

Signature of certifying official / Date
State Historic Preservhtion Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [_Imeets [_Jdoes not meet the National Register criteria. [_]see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
[, hereby, certify that this property is:
Dentered in the National Register.
[:]See continuation sheet.
[Jdetermined sligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.
[ ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.
[ Jother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

omesti P—Oiﬂg'lp dwel] ing

AgY“L{“Jﬂ ture/Subsistence

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

Agriculture/Subsistence

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

MIXED Other: transitional Georgian/Federal

Federal

Georgian

Greek Revival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Stone

walls aluminum

roof asphalt

other wood
brick

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

@See continuation sheet
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Section number _ 7 Page _1 DESCRIPTION
A strikivg plantatiocn  seat, the exparnsive, tripartite
Sycamore Valley stards within sipht of the fields and

coutbuildings that served it during Granville County?s plantation
arnd bright leaf taobacco eras. The three—-part form of the eight-

bay wide dwelling — its two-story central block is  flarnked by
lower two-story  wings — was  attained through a »mumber oof
additions and alterations made prioy to the Civil War. The

dwelling is unigue in the county inm its display of the variety of
styles popular durivg the first two—-thivds of the nineteenth
century, the Georgian, the Federal, the trarnsition in betweern and
the later Greek Revival. Althoupgh covered with rarrow, beaded
alumivium sidinig, applied over its origivnal beaded weatherboards
in 1986, almost  all of its other decorative features maintain
their integrity and are intact and iv excellent conditiorn.

The house stretches ivn a looig rectangular vrun from a  flush
gable end marked by a rock and brick chimney at the east to  a
similarly finished pgable end at the west. The two—story, south-—
facivig, fromt facade tuwrns an impressive expanse  towards  the
fromt grounds and, im the distarce, the main road. The house's
bulk is seern as less substantial than apparernt, however, whewn its
cvre—yoam depth is viewed from the side. A late wnineteenth
century porch, mutfitted with chamfered posts and sawn brackets,
shades the long fronmt elevation. A lovng orne-story ell, also
built irn the late nineteenth century, stretches to the rear of
its east wingy ooripinally separated from the house by a roofed
breezeway, it is row fully attached to the structure.

The mixtwre of styles anmd floory  heights  throughouwt  the
downstairs and upstairs rooms of Sycamore Valley indicates  that
the front block was not raised all at orce. The cernter block and
east wirng are the house’s oldest sections, built at or rear the
same time. Transitional Georpgian/Federal style mantels and flush
sheathed wainscoting adorning the single downstairs and  upstairs
vooms of  the east wing bear an affivity to the finish of  the
single downstairs and upstairs rooms of the center  block. The
Federal style mantel of the downstairs room of the center black
is  the most elaborately worked decorative element in that block

and the east wing. Shaped by a skilled craftsman — who incised,
gouwged and chiseled rnotches, circles, dentils, reeds and other
delicate motifs imto its suwrface — it is more completely Federal

in style tharn other featuwres in the two blocks, either because of
its promivnent locatiocn or becauwse it was added at a later date.
The center block and the east wing are separated by a stair and
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the wing additiovally has & boxed stair of its own which leads to

art upstaires room  that is rot covmected with the rest of the
dwelling’s second f1looe, Though  wreomnmoy, other pre-Civil War
dwellings in the cocunty — including the Rufus Amis House at  the
county?’s  yworthwesterr corrner — have disconrnected upstairs  rmooms
reached by separate stairs. The reasorn for this plan is locally
attributed to a desire to separate the bedrooms of  males and

Females.

The west wing and the center block are separated by a two-—
panel, Greek Revival style door and a step. This step, coupled
with the slight setback of the wing’s front elevation and, most
tellingly, the beaded weatherboards of the former extericor wall
of the center block that faces into the wing, indicates that the
rooms were  built at two separate dates. The mantel of the
downstairs  yoom  of the west wing, which features wrusual  mid-
length crossettes and molding reminiscent of three—-part Georgianm
surrounds, appears to be the oldest decorative feature iv the
house. As the wing is the last built of the house’s three front
blocks, the mantel either came from ancther earlier dwelling or
was moved  from the central block to make way for that block’s
ornate Federal style mantel.

The wupstairs yooms of the dwelling have & handsome finish
not often fouwnd ontside of first floor yooms in the county. The
trarsitional Georgian/Federal style finish of the upstairs room

of  the east wing is almost identical to that of the room below
it A simply articulated, trarsitiornal Georpgian/Federal style
mantel with orne recessed parnel adorns  the central upstairs
bedyaoom. It is joiwved by an exceptionally finished door, its
stiles and six raised parnels wood-grained in  almost  abstract
patterns., The bedroom above the west wing, lower by a step than

the mnarrow hall that leads to it, has a more naturalistically
firmished, wood—-grained, Federal style door, which has six flat
parels edged with thin moldings. The post and lintel mantel of
the room, however, is Greek Revival in style and decorated with a
vermacular  attempt at marbleizing that, from across the  room,
nives it the appearance of being imprinted with large, gray
leaves. The Greek Revival style upstairs mantel of the west
wWirig, coupled with the two-parnel door of the vroom below, sugpest
that the wing was built iv the guarter cerntury that preceeded the
Civil War. Ite Georgian style downstairs mantel and Federal
style upstairs door were apparently salvaged from an earlier
incarnation of the house oy from ancther dwelling.
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Orne cutbuildivg suwrvives on the property from the plantation
ara, a mortised and tenored smokehouwse [V'RY on attached sketceh
mapl, marked by flush gable ends, box cornices and some beaded
weatherboards, that stands to the rear of the house [Al. To the
smnokehouse’ s rear is a large, late nineteernth or early twentieth
cert iy, frame dairy barnm [E] and & rnon—contribuoting, mid-—
twerntieth century, concrete block milking barn [DI. T the east
of the smokehouwse and dwelling are the farm  pond, fields and
outbuildings that are representative of the property’s role
during the bright leaf era as a tobaccoo farm. They include a log
tobacco barn [IJ1 and stable [GI, a frame chicken house [Cl, corn
crib  [HI  and packhouse [F]1 - raised in the late nineteenth or
garly twentieth certuries — and & yvorn-contributing frame tobacco
barm raised after 1960 [J]1.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

.Dnationally [ ]statewide Sdlocally _
Applicable National Register Criteria  [yJA [_]B [¢c []D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I:JA DB DC [:]D [:]E DF [:]G

Significant Dates

1850s

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Architecture 1850s-1937
Agriculture

Cul}ural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N7A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[x]See continuation sheet
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Sycamoore Valley displays the most varied, intact array of
refined decorative featuwres of any extant property raised  in
Granville County duwring the firvst two—thirds of the nineteernth
century. Its Geaorgiar, tranmsitional Georpgian/Federal, Federal
and Greek Revival style motifs - crafted during the two o three
different stages of construction of the fromt block — provide a
catalog of the styles most popular in the county during those
years., (See associated Froperty Types 1 - Georpgian and Federal
Style Dwellings - and & — Greek Revival and Romarntic Btyle
Dwellirgs) The firne craftsmanship displayed at these motifs -
from  the wood-graining of Georgiarn and Federal doors and  the
marbleizing of a Greek Revival mantel, to the carving and
delicate maolding of Georpgiary transitional and Federal mantels -
represents  the abilities of local workmern, and the desires of
local planters, duwring the county’s plantation era. Owried by a
runiber  of  different individuals duwring the first two-thirds of
the nirneteernth cerntuwry, the house is representative of the wealth
and desires of the county’s plantersy; planters who apparently
maintained close contacts with the more sophisticated woorld  to
the rnorth and east and who tried to keep abreast of its changing

styles. (See associated Historic Conmtext 1 — The RFlantationm Era
in Granville Couwnty, 1746—-186%5) The house and the survounding 38
acres that are historically associated with it are also
significant as representative of the lives of county farmers
during the bright leaf tobacco era. (See associated Historic
Comtext 2 — Bright Leaf Tobaceo and Rural Granville County, 1866-—
1937) The swviving tobacco related and domestic outbuildings

eviake the way of life of that eray; a sirngle suwrviving smakehouse
from the plantation era also gives some sense of the lives of the
house’s earliest occoupants. (Gee associated PFroperty Type &0 -
Outbuildings) The property has beern in use as a traditional
bright leaf tobacco farm within the past S0 yearss its periocd of
sigrificarce has beern assigrned a closing date of 1937, however,
because it has not achieved exceptiocnal importance  withinm  the
past half certury.

The exact dates of cornstruction of the three main blocks of
the house and the names of their builders is nmot KW, Jahwn
Stovall, the son of William Staovall, somld 107 acres of his
father’s former lands in 1820 to Issac Reid (o Read) for &1, 000
[Deed Book Z, Fage 2651. (William had died in 1803.) The
substantal sum paid by Reid sugpgests that a house and other
improvements were standing on the praperty at this time, probably
built by the Stovall family. The crossetted, flat—parnel mantel
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af  the downstairs, west wing voom omay well date From the

Stovalls? ownership of the land. This wirng was wmot first built,
however, and its Georgianm mantel and upstairs, wood-—gyrained,
Federal door were probably taken either from other remodeled

sections of the house or from arncother older dwelling.

The five years following 1820 saw the property change hands
fowr more times. Reid sold it to Dr. James Field in 1821 [Deed
Book 1, Fage 881. Field, in debt, sold it three years later to
Hevriry Yourng [Deed Book 2, Fage 1691. Young sold it to Johw and
James Yourng in 1825 [Deed Book &2, Fapge 2891, who in the same year
sxld it to Frederick M. and Robert K. Clack [Deed Rook &, Fage

=8817. Roundivng  out its pre-Civil War cwnership, the house and
GO0 acre property, the acreage of which had irnereased with almost
every transaction, were sold by the Clacks to Sperncer C. Griffin
ivi 184% for %2, 320 [Deed Book 11, Fape 30z1. The Gresk Revival

style finish of a two—panel door and post and lintel mantel i
the west wing, along with the physically apparent fact that it
was later affixed to anm original exterior wall of  the center
block, suggests that Griffin constructed the wiwng. Which aof the
mary 1820s ocwrners built the earlier center block and east wing of
the fromt of +the house carmct  be determined  from  physical,
stylistic, documerntary or oral evidence.

Irn 1876, the Griffin family sold the house and farm to Laura
A. Clement [Deed Rook 31, Fage 4481, who deeded it to her son,
Mac oo, ivn 1920 [Deed Book 77, Fage 4791. Lauwra and her husband,
Joseph, added the fromt poorch and the cre-story rear ell late in

the rnineteenth or early in the twentieth century and also built
maviy af  the outbuildings to serve their bright leaf tobacco
aperations. In 1344, the property was puwrchased by Jerry A. and
Mae Timberlake [Deed Book 113, Fage 3=7. Their sarn, Jarry A.

Timberlake, Jr., who  purchased the property from them in 1261
[Deed Book 134, Fage 1391, added the siding over its original
weatherboards.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

Granville County Wills. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public

Library, Oxford, N.C.

l:]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested %State historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register Other State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register DFederal agency
[ ]designated a National Historic Landmark [ lLocal government
[ lrecorded by Historic American Buildings ) [ luniversity
Survey # [_]Other
[ Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property __@pproximately 32 actes

UTM References
Al Ll b bbb by ] Bl Ll oo bbby

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

(o2 IV I I O T A B B A o TN T T I T I O R B AR

ESee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[ X See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[x]See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Marvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historlan

organization __Granville County- Oxford Historic Survey date 8/18/87

street & number _P_(0. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office) telephoné?19-693-1491

city or town xford

state _N.C. zip code _2_7_2.6_’5__._
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UTHM REFERENCES

Zome Easting Nt hing

A 17 712210 4043980
E 17 711830 4044040
C 17 711830 4043870
D 17 711920 4043880
E 17 712010 4043370
F 17 7170 4043680

VERERAL ROUNDARY DESCRIFTION

Begivvming at point A: 17 712210 4043980 on the USES polygonm
corntinwing in a straight line west, alormg the edge of the woods,
approximately 1000 feet to point B: 17 711830 4044040 on  the
palygor, where the tree line twrns south. Comtivmuing south inm a
straight line from poimt B or the polygoon, along the edge of the
wood s, approximately 600 feet to point C: 17 711830 4043870 arn
the polygonm, where the tree line turrns east. Comtivruing fram
point C on the polygon in a straight line east, along the edge of
the woods, approximately 300 feet to point D 17 711920 4043880
o the polygorn, where the tree line turns south. Continuing from
point D on the polygon, in a straight livre scuth, approximately
810 feet along the edge of the woods  and  through  the farm
clearing to point Er 17 712010 4043570 on the polygown, located on
the rwnorthern edge of State Road 1400. Comtivuing along the
rnovrthery edpge of State Road 1400, approximately 960 feet to point
e 17 718270 4043680 on the polygor. Comtivuwing from point Foon
the polygon in a straight live due worth, approximately 1200 feet
to the east of the frame corn corib, to the point of origin.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Approximately 32 acres of the property that include the
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dwelling, ot buid ldivgs, fields and farm pond that have been a
historic part of the property, mairntain historic integrity, ard
corvey the property’s historic setting are being wmominated  for

the Natioral Register. Some of the acreage orn the property  has
heern excluded from the wmomirnatiorn either because of  intruding
structures or because the land is row woodland. Ir these cases
the land wse has substarntially changed so that it no longer

comtributes to the historic irtegrity or historic sigrnificarnce of
the property as & planmtation o bright leaf era farm.

The wnorthern  boundary of the vominated property  from  UTHM
points A to B includes the fields awnd dwelling to its south  and

excludes woodland to its morth. The western bouandary froam  UTH
poivts B to C and C to D includes the fields and dwelling to its
east, arnd excludes woodland to its west. The western bouwndary

from UTM points D to E irncludes the fields and dwelling too its
east and excludes woodland and a house built withinm the last
Fifty years to its west. The scutherrn bouwndary from UTM points E
t Foivcludes the field and the dwelling to its  rnorth  and
aexcludes property ouwtside the owner's property boundaries to its
south. The easterr boundary from UTHM point F toe A includes the
farm pond  and ouwtbuildivgs to its west and excludes a ternant
houwse built within the last fifty years to its east.
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